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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0466 
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E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: GOB CLAIMS RHODESIAN ATTACK ON BOTSWANA "IMMINENT" 

REF: GABORONE 463 

1 . RADIO BOTSWANA NEWSCAST MORNING OF FEBRUARY 25 REPORTED 
RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT AS SAYING THEY HAD NO RPT NO PLANS FOR 
A LARGE-SCALE OPERATION AGAINST BOTSWANA. ON THE CONTRARY, 

THE RHODESIAN SPOKESMAN WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, THE 
GOVERNMENT HOPED OHERE MIGHT NOW BE STEPS TAKEN TO RELIEVE 
TENSIONS ALONG THE RHODESIAN/BOTSWANA BORDER. 

2. SAME BROADCAST REPORTED THAT RHODESIANS CLAIMED FORTY 
MORE SCHOOL CHILDREN HAD BEEN "ABDUCTED" TO BOTSWANA 
ON FEBRUARY 24. ADMIN SECRETARY TO PRESIDENCY TIBONE WAS 

QUOTED AS SAYING HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GABORO 00466 251120Z 


3. COMMENT: CHARGE' SPOKE FEBRUARY 25 WITH UK HIGH 
COMMISSIONER, WHO HAD BEEN TOLD BY GOB EXACTLY SAME 
INFORMATION REPORTED BY EMBASSY IN REFTEL. SHE COULD 
ADD NOTHING MORE TO OUR KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT INFORMATION 
AND MOTIVES PROMPTED RATHER EXTREME GOB ACTION OF 
YESTERDAY, BUT DID AGREE THAT GOB MAY HAVE SOUGHT BY 
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ITS PUBLIC AND DRAMATIC ANNOUNCEMENT TO HALT ANY SUCH 
MILITARY OPERATION AS THAT CHARGED IN FEBRUARY 24 PRESS 
RELEASE. IF IN FACT A LARGE MILITARY STRIKE AGAINST 
BOTSWANA HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BY RHODESIAN (WHICH WE 
FIND HARD TO BELIEVE) THEN GOB HAS HAD AN APPARENT 
SUCCESS. WE SHALL PROBABLY NEVER KNOW IF THE THREAT 
WAS REAL, BUT DO BELIEVE GOB TOOK IT SERIOULSY. 

OBVIOUS DISADVANTAGE OF GOB'S TACTIC IS THAT SUCH ANNOUNCE- 
MENTS CANNOT BE ISSUED VERY OFTEN AND STILL MAINTAIN 
CREDIBILITY. END SOMMENT. 

ALBERTI 
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